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Is Delhi witnessing early signs of fresh Covid-19 wave? Here’s what data shows
According to data, the city presently has more than 624 Covid-19 patients. Out of the total
Covid-19 patients, 55.2 per cent of the cases are from the south, southeast and southwestern
districts alone.

As many as 10 farmhouses in the southern district are currently categorised under the
containment zones after several contracted the coronavirus disease.(Sanjeev Verma/HT
Archive)
Delhi might be showing early signs of a fresh wave of the coronavirus pandemic as the city
has been recording a steady jump in its daily tally of Covid-19 cases, according to a report by
HT's sister website Live Hindustan.
The report cited data analysis of daily figures published by Delhi's health department.
According to the report, there has been an increase of 96.7 per cent of Covid-19 patients in
Delhi in the last seven days of this month. From December 9 to 15, the administration
detected 362 cases and between December 16 to 22, there were 712 patients of the viral
disease, the report said citing data.
Notably, the number of Omicron cases at 67 has also doubled during this period.
According to data, the city presently has more than 624 Covid-19 patients. Out of the total
Covid-19 patients, 55.2 per cent of the cases are from the south, southeast and southwestern
districts alone.
Experts say these three districts are home to most of the travellers coming from abroad, hence
the surge, Live Hindustan also reported. Apart from this, the surge can also be attributed to

gatherings such as weddings and parties and people showing laxity in adhering to the
mandated health protocol.
As many as 10 farmhouses in the southern district are currently categorised under the
containment zones after several contracted the coronavirus disease.
The city on Thursday recorded 118 fresh Covid-19 cases and one death, while the positivity
rate stood at 0.13 per cent, according to the daily health bulletin.
On Wednesday, the national capital logged 125 Covid019 cases, the highest since June 22,
with a positivity rate of 0.20 per cent.
The number of cumulative Covid-19 cases in Delhi stood at 14,42,633 and the death toll rose
to 25,103, after the city logged five deaths in December, as of Thursday. Data also shows
more than 14.16 lakh patients recovered from the infection so far.
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Fully vaccinated Canada returnee, 24, tests positive for Omicron in Faridabad
A 24-year-old woman, who returned from Canada on December 13, tested positive for the
new coronavirus variant ‘Omicron’ this week and became the first ‘Omicron’ infected patient
in Faridabad, officials of the health department said on Thursday

A health worker collects swab sample of a woman for Covid test, in Gurugram on
Wednesday. (Vipin Kumar/HT)

A 24-year-old woman, who returned from Canada on December 13, tested positive for the
new coronavirus variant ‘Omicron’ this week and became the first ‘Omicron’ infected patient
in Faridabad, officials of the health department said on Thursday.
The fully vaccinated woman tested Covid positive on December 14, and for the new
‘Omicron’ variant on December 20, according to the officials.
Rajeev Arora, additional chief secretary for health, said, “A 24-year-old woman, who was
fully vaccinated, travelled from Canada to India tested positive for the ‘Omicron’ variant in
Faridabad on Monday (December 20). She is showing mild symptoms, and has been isolated
at a private hospital in the district... The patient’s mother and aunt also tested positive for
Covid, and their samples have been sent for genome sequencing too, the results of which are
awaited.”
Dr Vinay Gupta, chief medical officer (CMO) of Faridabad, said that two of the 10 close
contacts of the 24-year-old woman, who were tested for Covid-19, have also got the
infection.

“The patient is fully vaccinated, who was administered the second dose of a Covid-19
vaccine — Moderna — on June 25 this year. She has taken a booster dose yet... As the
woman had not returned from a ‘high-risk’ country on December 13, her samples were taken
as part of a random testing. After she tested positive for Covid-19, her samples were sent for
genome sequencing,” said Gupta.
On Thursday, Faridabad reported three fresh cases of Covid-19, along with two recoveries.
The total tally of active cases in the district now stands at 41, of which, 40 patients are under
home isolation and one is hospitalised, according to the district health bulletin.
Gurugram reported 28 fresh cases of Covid-19 and 19 recoveries on Thursday, with the
active caseload recorded at 139, of which, three patients are hospitalised and 136 are in home
isolation.
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PGI, IIT Kanpur inaugurate 'Health ATM' at IIT-K
The Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT-K) and Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences, Lucknow (PGI) jointly inaugurated a Health ATM at IIT-K on
Thursday, IIT-K spokesperson Girish Pant said. The Health ATM integrates computer,
biomedical diagnostics, point-of-care laboratory testing, and video conferencing systems, he
added.

PGI, IIT Kanpur inaugurate 'Health ATM' at IIT-K

The Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT-K) and Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences, Lucknow (PGI) jointly inaugurated a Health ATM at IIT-K on
Thursday, IIT-K spokesperson Girish Pant said. The Health ATM integrates computer,
biomedical diagnostics, point-of-care laboratory testing, and video conferencing systems, he
added.
Prof Abhay Karandikar, director of IIT-K, and Prof RK Dhiman, director, SGPGIMS
Lucknow, inaugurated the system at the health centre of IIT, Kanpur. This health ATM has
been set up as a collaborative venture between the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur
and SGPGI, Lucknow.
The benefit of telemedicine in giving access to healthcare services across geographical
barriers or circumstances causing lack of physical contact with care providers has been
realized by one and all during the recent Covid-19 pandemic, Pant said.
He further added that the rapid advancement of telecommunication technology and its
deployment, in particular, offers a unique opportunity to deliver healthcare services over the
internet using such a portable low-cost integrated platform.

When operational, the system will create an electronic personal health record (PHR) for
employees of the institution and their dependents.
Furthermore, research on health data so generated using machine learning tools and
technologies will open new avenues for predictive and personalized medicine, Pant said.
The inauguration event was also attended by Prof Ganesh, deputy director at IIT-K, Prof
Harish, DORD, IIT-K, head (EE) and Dr Mamta Vyas, CMO at the health centre of IIT-K,
among others.
Prof Laxmidhar Behera and Prof SK Mishra made a presentation about the health ATM and
its use in preventive personalized health care for IIT-K residents.
"A focus of our research would be to analyze the health data of all patients during recovery
from Covid-19 infection to study its effects on respiratory, cardiovascular, and other body
systems to identify at-risk patients and intervene at an appropriate time to prevent disastrous
results," IIT-K spokesperson, Girish Pant, said.
"We are looking forward to venturing into these new areas as soon the Health ATM is
operational and wish to thank SGPGI and the Government of Uttar Pradesh for its support,"
he said.

‘Delmicron’ (Hindustan Times: 20211224)
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/delmicron-could-be-driving-covid-surge-in-useurope-know-more-about-it-101640308013683.html

‘Delmicron’ could be driving Covid surge in US, Europe. Know more about it
India has reported 354 cases of the highly transmissible Omicron variant as of Thursday,
according to data collated from across the states by HT.

People

queue for a coronavirus disease (Covid-19) test at a popup testing site as the Omicron
coronavirus variant continues to spread. (Reuters File Photo)
As cases of the Omicron variant of the coronavirus are being reported in the US and Europe
and rising in India, reports about “Delmicron” have emerged over the last few days.
A member of the Covid-19 task force in Maharashtra has said there is a possibility that the
West is caught between twin spikes of the Delta and the Omicron variants of the coronavirus.

"Delmicron, the twin spikes of Delta and Omicron, in Europe and US has led to a mini
tsunami of cases," Dr Shashank Joshi was quoted as saying by a leading newspaper.
The highly contagious Omicron variant was first detected last month in southern Africa and
has now been reported in 89 countries, according to the World Health Organization (WHO).
What is Delmicron?
Delmicron is not a new variant of the coronavirus but the Delta and the Omicron strains
together fuelling Covid-19 cases.
Data shows Omicron is the more dominant variant in the US and accounts for 73 per cent of
all new cases, up from less than 1 per cent at the beginning of the month.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has said the Delta variant was responsible for
more than 99.5 per cent of the Covid-19 infections in the US last month.
Meanwhile, health officials in Texas said on Monday the state recorded what ABC News
reported is believed to be the first known US death related to Omicron.
In the United Kingdom, daily cases of Covid-19 surpassed the 100,000-mark for the first time
on Wednesday, even as preliminary studies published in the country and South Africa show
Omicron is not severe as other variants of the coronavirus.
Experts on Delmicron
Doctors say people with a weak immune system, the elderly and ones with comorbidities are
at higher risk of getting infected with the Delta and Omicron variants,
simultaneously, according to a report. It added that areas with low vaccinations rates are also
at risk.
However, health experts are divided on whether the combination of the two variants can lead
to a super strain.
Moderna's chief medical officer Dr Paul Burton said it was possible that both the strains can
swap genes and trigger a more dangerous variant.
"There's certainly data, there have been some papers published again from South Africa
earlier from the pandemic when people - and certainly immunocompromised people - can
harbour both viruses," Burton was quoted as saying by the Daily Mail.
Other researchers have also warned that such “recombination events” are extremely rare but
possible if conditions are right and there is a coincidence of mostly uncontrollable events.
In an interview with Bloomberg earlier this month, Peter White, a virologist at the University
of New South Wales, also warned about the possibility of a super strain.
Will Delmicron impact India?
India has reported 354 cases of the highly transmissible Omicron variant as of Thursday,
according to data collated from across the states by HT. So far, experts have said Delta is the
variant that has been fuelling Covid-19 cases in India.
“At present, Delta derivatives, descendants of Delta, are the main variants in circulation in
India. Omicron is fast replacing Delta in other parts of the world, but there is no way to
predict how the Delta derivatives and Omicron would behave," Joshi, Maharashtra Covid
task force member, said according to The Times of India.

"Sero surveys in Mumbai, Delhi showed that over 90 per cent of the surveyed population had
been exposed to Covid. Also, 88 per cent of Indians have taken the first vaccine shot at least,"
he said.
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Modi advises caution on Omicron
The directions came at a high-level meeting called especially over a gradual rise in Omicron
variant cases. As on Thursday, India had 354 cases of the highly transmissible variant,
according to data collated from across the states by HT.

Modi said emerging clusters should be monitored closely and a good number of Covidpositive samples should be sent for genome sequencing. In picture - A healthcare worker
collects a passenger's swab sample for Covid-19 test.(ANI)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi directed the Union government to send teams to states with
low rates of vaccination, growing number of cases, and inadequate health infrastructure to
review and improve preparations for any resurgence in Covid-19 outbreaks, particularly in
light of the Omicron variant threat.
The directions came at a high-level meeting called especially over a gradual rise in Omicron
variant cases. As on Thursday, India had 354 cases of the highly transmissible variant,
according to data collated from across the states by HT. To be sure, most of the patients
either had mild symptoms or were asymptomatic.
Modi “reviewed public health response measures for containment and management of Covid19, strengthening of health infrastructure including availability of drugs, oxygen cylinders
and concentrators, ventilators, PSA plants, ICU/oxygen supported beds, human resources, IT
interventions and status of vaccination,” said a statement issued by the government’s press
and information bureau.

The PM directed officials to maintain a high level of vigil and alertness at all levels and said
the Union government should work in close coordination with states to support their efforts
of public health measures of containment and management under a “whole of government”
approach. “The strategy of the Centre for proactive, focused, collaborative and cooperative
fight against the pandemic should guide all our future actions,” the statement quoted the PM
as telling officials.
Satark and Saavdhan,” Modi said, while also stressing on the need for people to adhere to
Covid-safe behavior.
“It is important for states to ensure that the Oxygen supply equipment are installed and fully
functional… He directed officials to work with the states on a regular basis and review the
status of preparedness of various components of health infrastructure including training and
capacity building of human resources, timely availability of ambulances, readiness of states
to operationalise Covid facilities for institutional quarantining, and effective and supervised
monitoring of those in home isolation. He also directed officials for effective use of IT tools
for telemedicine and tele-consultation,” the statement said.
Modi said emerging clusters should be monitored closely and a good number of Covidpositive samples should be sent for genome sequencing to determine the spread of the
Omicron variant.
The PM asked for states to ensure that the eligible people are fully vaccinated and to proceed
to meet the target in a saturation mode.
Earlier in the day, Union health secretary Rajesh Bhushan held a review meeting with states.
Night curfews should be imposed, large gatherings should be regulated and containment
zones should be properly notified and enforced if cases spike, the official directed states.
Bhushan also directed that arrangements be put in place to operationalise all Covid facilities
that were decommissioned because of a decrease in the number of daily new infections and to
exponentially ramp up vaccination in states going in for elections in the near future.
“As many states have decommissioned Covid facilities, they are required to keep an action
plan ready for making these operational along with adequate availability of doctors and
ambulance on call, in case there is a rise in Covid cases,” said Bhushan during the review
meeting.
On testing and surveillance, states were asked to keep a close and strict watch on the number
of delta and omicron cases in all districts; case positivity on a day-on-day and week-on-week
basis; the doubling rate; and new emerging clusters; and initiate containment in these areas.
States have been asked to ensure door-to-door case search in the containment areas; test all
severe acute respiratory infection and influenza like illness, and vulnerable or co-morbid
people displaying symptoms; and ensure RT-PCR and rapid tests are done in at least a 60:40
ratio.
Experts particularly stressed on the need to ensure vaccine coverage. “Studies are showing
that current vaccines that are in use work against most variants of Sars-Cov-2 in circulation;
and one must take both the doses for effective protection against developing severe disease,”
said Dr GC Khilnani, former head, pulmonary medicine department, All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Delhi.
The Union government earlier in the week sent an advisory to states, setting a particular
threshold for containment and mitigation measures to be intensified. The letter, sent by

Bhushan, identified these thresholds as 10% weekly positivity rate or 40% hospital bed
occupancy rate – if either is crossed, restrictions like night curfews must kick in.
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2 foreign returnees test positive for Omicron in Andhra Pradesh, state's caseload
rises to 4
A Vizag resident who arrived from the UAE, and an East Godavari native who came from
Kuwait, were both found infected with the highly contagious strain.

Representative Image(File Photo )

Two more cases of the Omicron variant have been detected in Andhra Pradesh, pushing the
total number of such cases in the state to four, the Andhra Pradesh government said on
Friday. Both persons, who gave positive test result, returned from abroad, it further said.
Providing details of the new patients, Dr G Hymavati, who heads the southern state's Public
Health Department said, “A 41-year-old Kuwait returnee, who is a resident of the East
Godavari district, arrived at the Gannavarm airport on December 19. A day later, she tested
positive for Covid-19. Her samples were sent to CCMB Hyderabad for genome sequencing.
She was then found positive for Omicron. The health department has quarantined the patient,
and put her under its close observation.”
The second patient, Dr Hymavati said, travelled from the UAE. “The man, who is a resident
of Visakhapatnam, returned on December 15. He developed mild fever and was admitted to a
private hospital. On December 16, he tested positive for Covid-19. Then, on Thursday, he
was confirmed to be infected with Omicron,” the official said.
Dr Hymavati also said that the emergence of Omicron, Covid-19 has been detected in total 53
international flyers and nine contacts, adding that the respective samples have been sent for
genome sequencing.
Andhra Pradesh reported its first case of Omicron on December 12, while the second was
confirmed on December 22. While the first patient returned to his native city of

Vizianagaram from Ireland via Mumbai, the second flew in from Kenya via Chennai and
travelled to Tirupati.
Nationally, at least 358 cases of the fresh strain have been reported from across the country
till now, the Union health ministry said on Friday. Maharashtra, which reported 23 infections
on December 23 pushing its count to 88, is at the top, followed by Delhi, whose caseload
stands at 67.
The emergence and spread of Omicron has also prompted state governments to
reimpose restrictions ahead of the upcoming Christmas and New Year celebrations.
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Is Delhi witnessing early signs of fresh Covid-19 wave? Here’s what data shows


According to data, the city presently has more than 624 Covid-19 patients. Out of the total
Covid-19 patients, 55.2 per cent of the cases are from the south, southeast and southwestern
districts alone.

As
many as 10 farmhouses in the southern district are currently categorised under the
containment zones after several contracted the coronavirus disease.(Sanjeev Verma/HT
Archive)
Delhi might be showing early signs of a fresh wave of the coronavirus pandemic as the city
has been recording a steady jump in its daily tally of Covid-19 cases, according to a report by
HT's sister website Live Hindustan.
The report cited data analysis of daily figures published by Delhi's health department.
According to the report, there has been an increase of 96.7 per cent of Covid-19 patients in
Delhi in the last seven days of this month. From December 9 to 15, the administration
detected 362 cases and between December 16 to 22, there were 712 patients of the viral
disease, the report said citing data.
Notably, the number of Omicron cases at 67 has also doubled during this period.

According to data, the city presently has more than 624 Covid-19 patients. Out of the total
Covid-19 patients, 55.2 per cent of the cases are from the south, southeast and southwestern
districts alone.
Experts say these three districts are home to most of the travellers coming from abroad, hence
the surge, Live Hindustan also reported. Apart from this, the surge can also be attributed to
gatherings such as weddings and parties and people showing laxity in adhering to the
mandated health protocol.
As many as 10 farmhouses in the southern district are currently categorised under the
containment zones after several contracted the coronavirus disease.
The city on Thursday recorded 118 fresh Covid-19 cases and one death, while the positivity
rate stood at 0.13 per cent, according to the daily health bulletin.
On Wednesday, the national capital logged 125 Covid019 cases, the highest since June 22,
with a positivity rate of 0.20 per cent.
The number of cumulative Covid-19 cases in Delhi stood at 14,42,633 and the death toll rose
to 25,103, after the city logged five deaths in December, as of Thursday. Data also shows
more than 14.16 lakh patients recovered from the infection so far.
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Omicron tracker: State-wise status of new variant cases in India
Medical experts and public health professionals advise caution over the fact that the highly
transmissible Omicron variant of the coronavirus shows frequent and an unusually high
number of mutations.

Crowded Sarojini Nagar market amid rising cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19, in New
Delhi, on Thursday, Dec 23, 2021. (PTI / File Photo)
India's nationwide tally of Omicron cases has climbed to 358, according to a Covid-19 brief
issued by the Centre on Friday morning. Maharashtra, with 88 cases of the highly infectious
new strain, leads the country-wide count and is closely followed by Delhi (67), Telangana
(38), Tamil Nadu (34), and Karnataka (31).

Officials have said most of the Omicron patients have either reported mild symptoms or were
asymptomatic.
However, medical experts and public health professionals advise caution over the fact that
Omicron shows a frequent and unusually high number of mutations, which could complicate
aspects such as transmissibility, immune system evasion, and vaccine resistance, despite
initial reports indicating that the variant causes a less severe disease than previous strains.
Aggravating the concerns is the approaching Christmas and holiday season when footfall is
likely to go up, raising fears of public spots turning into Covid-19 hotspots.
Here is the state-wise breakdown of Omicron cases in India:
1. Maharashtra - 88 cases
2. Delhi - 67 cases
3. Telangana - 38 cases
4. Tamil Nadu - 34 cases
5. Karnataka - 31 cases
6. Gujarat - 30 cases
7. Kerala - 27 cases
8. Rajasthan - 22 cases
9. Haryana - 4 cases
10. Odisha - 4 cases
11. Jammu and Kashmir - 3 cases
12. West Bengal - 3 cases
13. Andhra Pradesh - 2 cases
14. Uttar Pradesh - 2 cases
15. Chandigarh - 1 case
16. Ladakh - 1 case
17. Uttarakhand - 1 case
On Thursday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi directed officials to send special teams to states
with low rates of vaccination, a growing number of cases, and inadequate health
infrastructure to review and improve preparations for any resurgence in Covid-19 outbreaks.
PM Modi also directed officials to maintain a high level of vigil and alertness at all levels and
said the Centre should work in close coordination with states to support their efforts of public
health measures of containment and management under a “whole of government” approach.
The Centre has already issued specific instructions to states after noting the “initial signs of
surge” and multiple states and Union territories have also reimposed fresh restrictions in a bid
to control the spread of the Omicron variant.
States have also strengthened curbs in districts once again reporting high case positivity rates
along with measures such as bringing back the night curfew, strictly regulating large
gatherings, and putting prohibitions on the numbers of guests who can attend marriage
ceremonies and functions.
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Bengaluru Urban fully vaccinated: Govt
Karnataka health minister K Sudhakar on Thursday said Bengaluru Urban has become the
first district in the state to achieve 100% coronavirus vaccination coverage.

The entire population of the Bengaluru Urban district, excluding the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike area, has now been fully vaccinated with both doses of the Covid-19 shot.
(HT Archive)
Karnataka health minister K Sudhakar on Thursday said Bengaluru Urban has become the
first district in the state to achieve 100% coronavirus vaccination coverage.
This means the entire population of the district, excluding the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) area, has now been fully vaccinated with both doses of the Covid-19 shot.
“Bengaluru Urban (excluding BBMP) has become the first district in Karnataka to achieve
100% second dose coverage. Congratulations to all the health workers and the district
administration for this remarkable feat,” the minister posted his official Twitter handle.
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) has covered more than 8.3 million of its 9.1
million adult population with the first dose, crossing the 91 per cent mark. Belagavi,
Chikkaballapur, and Davanagere, which have covered 98% of the eligible population with the
first dose, are the other districts to have inched closer to the 100 per cent coverage mark.
12 new cases of Omicron
Meanwhile, 12 new cases of the Omicron variant have been detected in Karnataka on
Thursday, the health minister said, adding that with these fresh infections, a total of 31 such
cases have been found in the southern state so far.
“12 new cases of Omicron have been confirmed in Karnataka today taking the tally to 31,”
the minister tweeted, sharing a list of new patients infected with the strain.
Among the 12 new cases, 10 were reported from Bengaluru, of which seven were foreign
returnees. Among those, five passengers arrived from the United Kingdom, while one each
landed from Nigeria and Denmark. Of the remaining two, Mangaluru and Mysuru reported
one case each, both foreign arrivals (Ghana and Switzerland, respectively).

On Tuesday, considering a rise in Omicron cases, chief minister Basavaraj Bommai had said
that the new year celebrations at public places will take place in a restricted manner, with
celebrations allowed in restaurants and clubs with 50% seating capacity and mandatory full
vaccination.
“For new year events, the Karnataka government has made full vaccination mandatory, and
permitted celebrations in clubs and restaurants, albeit at only 50 per cent of the total capacity.
No special events, Disk Jockeys (DJ) will be allowed in the celebrations. The restrictions will
be in effect from December 30 till January 2,” Bommai had said.
Meanwhile, pub and restaurant operators in Bengaluru have urged the state government to
reconsider restricting the occupancy, highlighting that the industry has been struggling for the
past two years and the decision is going to hit it again.
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Omicron alert in Maharashtra: New guidelines today in view of Christmas,
holiday season
Covid-19: The Maharashtra government will on Friday issue sweeping instructions that will
cover the guidelines related to gatherings at wedding ceremonies in hotels and restaurants.

People take pictures of Christmas decorations at Bandra in Mumbai on Thursday, Dec. 23,
2021. (PTI)
Amid growing concerns over Omicron, the highly infectious new variant of the coronavirus,
the Maharashtra government will on Friday issue a set of fresh guidelines keeping in mind
the upcoming Christmas and New Year's celebrations.
The state has recently been reporting a steep hike in coronavirus infections and central
government data shows that Maharashtra along with Delhi is among the two regions in the
country with the highest number of Omicron cases.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a high-level meeting on Thursday to review the
efforts to combat COVID-19 and Omicron strain and emphasised the need to be "satark" and
"saavdhan" in view of the new variant. He said the fight against the pandemic is not over and
the need for continued adherence to COVID safe behaviour is of paramount importance
even...
The Omicron variant, which is said to also be capable of undergoing frequent and an
unusually large number of mutations, has got medical experts and public health professionals
across the world concerned over aspects such as its transmissibility, immune system evasion,
and vaccine resistance, despite initial reports indicating that the variant causes a less severe
disease than previous strains.
Aggravating the concerns is the approaching Christmas and holiday season when footfall is
likely to go up, raising fears of public spots turning into Covid-19 hotspots.
Experts have already warned that the late November to early January period—the holidays—
will be an especially crucial time for this new phase of the coronavirus pandemic driven by
Omicron, and any unwary activity during the festive season might lead to a revamped wave
of the infectious disease.
The Maharashtra government will on Friday issue sweeping instructions that cover guidelines
related to gatherings at wedding ceremonies in hotels and restaurants. Chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray held a virtual meeting on Thursday with the government's Covid-19 task force,
where the details of the proposed guidelines were likely to have been discussed.
Maharashtra has already issued multiple instructions separately in this regard; prohibitory
orders under Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) remain imposed in
Mumbai from December 16 to December 31, a period covering Christmas and New Year eve,
banning large gatherings and parties common in this time of the year.
Moreover, the Pimpri Chinchwad municipal commissioner, in a fresh order, has said that
anyone violating the state government's guidelines on Covid-19 will be booked under Section
188 of the Indian Police Code (IPC).
As many as 23 new cases of Omicron were reported on Thursday, according to the state's
health department, and with this, the tally of such infections in Maharashtra has now gone up
to 88.
In Maharashtra, about 615 people recovered from the infection during the last 24 hours while
17 people lost their lives to the deadly virus at the same time. With this, the active number of
Covid-19 cases in the state has reached 7,897.
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GPS ambulances a distant dream
Dehradun: Efforts to upgrade health infrastructure seem to be on paper only as 24
ambulances at the chief medical office (CMO), Dehradun, are yet to be fitted with a GPS.

“None of them have the technology. The last year and a half was spent focusing on the
pandemic because of which the project took a back seat. We will soon see what could be
done,” said Dr Manoj Upreti, chief medical officer.
The idea of installing the GPS in ambulances was to monitor them in real time, keep an eye
on the response time, check for unscheduled and unnecessary stoppage and also to save
treatment time. However, that hasn’t happened yet with the district ambulances of health
department. On the other hand, all 32 ambulances with Dial 108 have the facility.
“This includes the seven advanced life support ambulances and 25 basic ones as well. The
GPS helps with better coordination and monitoring. Currently, one of our ambulances is
dedicated to ferrying Covid patients,” said an official at the ambulance service.
Officials claim that private ambulances have their own monitoring systems. “We don’t care
about the facility either way. Our job will still remain the same. The only difference will be
that instead of using maps separately, we will be able to share directions on a single
platform,” said the driver.

Vax drive picks up pace in Bhojpur (The Times of India: 20211224)
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/vax-drive-picks-up-pace-inbhojpur/articleshowprint/88460253.cms

Vax drive picks up pace in Bhojpur
ARA: Bhojpur is making progress towards its goal of immunising all eligible residents
against Covid-19. According to district health officials, while 72.1% of approximately 20
lakh eligible people in Bhojpur district have been vaccinated to date, the figure actually rises
to 80% when residents of Bhojpur who received the jab outside the district are included.
Bhojpur’s civil surgeon, Dr L P Jha, told this newspaper on Thursday, “There has been a
remarkable increase in awareness about getting inoculated against Covid-19 among both rural
and urban residents in our district, with 72.1% of approximately 20 lakh eligible people
having gotten vaccinated thus far. We are actively involved in raising public awareness.”
Dr Sanjay Kumar Sinha, the district immunization officer in Bhojpur, said, “The most
encouraging aspect is the rapid decline in vaccine hesitancy in the Bhojpur district’s
hinterland areas and among the underprivileged section of society. We visited such an area in
Shahpur of Bhojpur district on Wednesday and raised awareness among the poor. To our
delight, 27 individuals immediately agreed to be vaccinated and received their first shot on
the spot. Some people are also being enticed by the Bihar government’s recent scheme of

randomly selecting vaccinated individuals and rewarding them with attractive prizes and
gifts.”
Dr K N Sinha, the district’s additional chief medical officer, said, “We hold regular meetings
and discuss various measures, including awareness campaigns, to expedite vaccination in our
district.”
According to official figures, 23.87 lakh people in the district have been vaccinated against
Covid as of Thursday. While 14.40 lakh people have received their first dose, 9.47 lakh have
received their second dose. As many as 11.94 lakh men and 11.93 lakh females received the
vaccine. The total number of third gender individuals who have been vaccinated against
Covid-19 is 552.

Restrictions on medical exports (The IndianEXPRESS: 20211224)
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/sudden-restrictions-on-medical-exportsforce-companies-to-look-abroad-7687775/

Sudden restrictions on medical exports force companies to look abroad
The issue of policy certainty gains salience again with the new Omicron variant of the
coronavirus being highly transmissible and the demand for medical items including syringes
likely to remain high.

Earlier, in January 2020, as the global outbreak of coronavirus intensified, the Centre had
imposed a ban on export of personal protective equipment such as masks and clothing.
AD HOC EXPORT restrictions on essential medical supplies, especially since the onset of
the pandemic early last year, is prompting multiple Indian manufacturers and suppliers of
these goods to explore the option of setting up alternate manufacturing bases outside the
country to service their customers.
Hindustan Syringes and Medical Devices (HMD), the country’s biggest syringe manufacturer
that owns the DispoVan and Kojak brands and exports to over 100 countries, is actively
exploring setting up a manufacturing base outside India to insulate itself partly from sudden
policy tweaks that impact their client commitments, a top executive said. Narang Medical
Ltd, another Delhi-based medical equipment maker, is considering moving overseas lock,
stock, and barrel overseas, over the next 4-5 years.
The issue of policy certainty gains salience again with the new Omicron variant of
the coronavirus being highly transmissible and the demand for medical items including
syringes likely to remain high. The World Health Organisation has already set the stage for
booster doses of Covid-19 vaccine with priority being given to those population groups at the
highest risk of serious disease, and frontline healthcare workers.

On October 4, 2021, to discourage outbound shipments, the Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) announced export restrictions requiring companies to obtain a license or
government approval to ship syringes abroad. Just days later, on October 9, the Ministry of
Health clarified the restrictions applied to three categories of syringes essential for the
vaccination programme.
Rajiv Nath, Managing Director, HMD, and coordinator of the Association of Indian Medical
Device Industry (AIMED) told The Indian Express, “We asked the government to remove the
restriction on exports of insulin syringes. These syringes cannot be used for Covid-19
vaccination anyway and the Ministry of Health has supported our request to DGFT
(Directorate General of Foreign Trade); 8-10 million Insulin syringes are lying with us as
pending orders from countries like Thailand, Morocco, Myanmar and the United Arab
Emirates.”
“It has taken us many years for us to build relationships. This disruption gives India a bad
(name)… as a supplier of medical products,” Nath said. Hence there was a “serious thought”
on setting up capacity outside India. “When the export ban came, since we are a global
supplier, we got invitations from many countries that they have a shortage. Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Oman, Uganda — they reached out to us to put up a plant over there,” he said.
EXPLAINED
Policy vagaries hurt brand
TO insulate from policy vagaries, producers of medical gear are planning to set up
manufacturing units abroad. The government says India is not unique in banning shipments,
but firms say not fulfilling commitments damages brand.
“This is something to be definitely seen strategically in the long-term. You can’t do it in one
month’s time,” Nath said. HMD’s manufacturing units in India have a capacity of 1.5 billion
auto-disable syringes per annum, which the company plans to ramp up to 1.8 billion syringes
a year by March 2022.
After multiple petitions, syringe makers were allowed an increased quota for export of insulin
syringes. Companies such as HMD expect to clear the stock of pending orders by December
end.
Earlier, in January 2020, as the global outbreak of coronavirus intensified, the Centre had
imposed a ban on export of personal protective equipment such as masks and clothing. The
restrictions were lifted over the months as India progressively built domestic manufacturing
capacity in these items, but the ban put multiple traders of such products in trouble.

“As soon as the pandemic hit, the prices of certain essential items surged 10 times. Since we
were getting orders from our global customers, we procured the items at inflated rates. We
took the payment made by our customers and paid our suppliers too. But suddenly, without
notice, exports were banned (WHEN?), saddling us with deliverable goods with no export
permission. By the time the ban was lifted, the prices cooled off, causing huge losses,” said
Parveen Narang, Wholetime Director at Delhi-based Narang Medical, a manufacturer and
supplier of hospital furniture, orthopaedic implants, autoclaves, suction machines, with
exports to 80-odd countries. It also sells products including masks, PPE kits, thermometers,
oxygen concentrators, orthopaedic implants, etc.
The company had set up an affiliate in Florida in 2015, which it leveraged during the export
ban to meet supply commitments in the Americas and Africa. “We were lucky that we had a
company in the US that gave us the ability to continue providing these Covid-19 essentials.
Almost 90 per cent of our business comes from export to countries in Latin America like
Mexico, Argentina, Colombia, Dominican Republic, in addition to African countries and
Europe,” he said.
Narang said he has readied plans to become a US citizen, and eventually move his
manufacturing base from Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh to either Mexico or Colombia, over the
next 5-6 years. “We employ around 250 people now in the entire company, and barring 25 in
the senior management, we had to lay off the remaining,” he said.
While honouring supply commitments, any lapse is always difficult to redeem, Narang said.
“In December 2019, we had taken some large orders for a variety of medical equipment at a
medical devices event in Dubai but weren’t able to deliver to our customers. Next month
(January 2022), I have to face these customers again in Dubai in another such expo,” he said.
In April this year, soon after the second wave hit the country, the Centre had also abruptly
halted export of Covid-19 vaccines to ramp up the inoculation drive in the country. Shortly
after that, Pune-based Serum Institute of India, one of the biggest vaccine manufacturers
globally, signed a pact with the United Kingdom to invest 240 million pounds to expand its
vaccine business and set up a new sales office there. The restrictions, which had hit global
initiatives like Covax, were lifted in November.
A senior government official, however, said India was not unique in banning shipment of
essentials. Bans imposed by the Ministry of Finance, or the Department of Commerce have
been “time-bound and product specific”, keeping in view the emergency in the country, the
official said.

Third-wave-in-india-omicron-spreading (Hindustan: 20211224)
https://www.livehindustan.com/photos/national/omicron-is-that-third-wave-in-india-omicron-spreading-318percent-faster-than-the-original-virus-1-5400595
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Corona patients increased in Delhi (Hindustan: 20211224)
https://www.livehindustan.com/photos/national/delhi-in-the-grip-of-third-wave-coronapatients-increased-by-96-point-7-percent-in-7-days-1-5401639
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