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maximum cases of omicron
Delhi reports maximum cases of omicron; country’s tally rises to 961 (The
Tribune: 202101230)
Delhi records the maximum number of 263 cases followed by Maharashtra at 252, Gujarat 97,
Rajasthan 69, Kerala 65 and Telangana 62
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/delhi-reports-maximum-cases-of-omicroncountrys-tally-rises-to-961-356320

Delhi reports maximum cases of omicron; country’s tally rises to 961
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India saw the highest single-day rise of 180 cases of the omicron variant of coronavirus, taking
the total tally of such infections in the country to 961, according to the Union Health Ministry
data updated on Thursday.
The 961 cases have been detected across 22 states and UTs so far, and 320 people have
recovered or migrated.
Delhi recorded the maximum number of 263 cases followed by Maharashtra at 252, Gujarat
97, Rajasthan 69, Kerala 65 and Telangana 62.
The daily rise in Covid cases crossed the 13,000 mark after around 49 days taking the total
tally of Covid cases to 3,48,22,040, while the active cases increased to 82,402, according to
the data updated at 8 am.
The death toll has climbed to 4,80,860 with 268 fresh fatalities, the data stated.

A total of 13,091 new coronavirus infections were reported in a span of 24 hours on November
11.

The daily rise in new coronavirus infections has been recorded below 15,000 for the last 63
days now.
The active cases comrpise 0.24 per cent of the total infections, while the national Covid
recovery rate was recorded at 98.38 per cent, the ministry said.
An increase of 5,400 cases has been recorded in the active Covid caseload in a span of 24 hours.

Omicron less severe but highly infectious
Omicron less severe but highly infectious, say experts; public health
measures afoot (The Tribune: 202101230)
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/omicron-less-severe-but-highly-infectious-sayexperts-public-health-measures-afoot-356076

The country’s Omicron tally rose to 781 across 21 states and UTs on Wednesday
Omicron less severe but highly infectious, say experts; public health measures afoot
Amid curbs, people queue up outside a Metro station in New Delhi on Wednesday. Photo: MR
Bhui
With the country’s Omicron tally rising to 781 across 21 states and UTs on Wednesday, the
Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) said there was a clear experimental
and clinical data supporting very high immune escape potential of Omicron, but initial
estimates showed the severity of illness lower than what was seen in outbreaks reported earlier.
Editorial: Lockdown no solution
“Appropriate public health measures and investigations are being conducted in India for
surveillance of Omicron,” INSACOG said, while noting that globally there appeared to be
significantly reduced ability of vaccines or prior infection to protect against symptomatic
infection caused by Omicron variant.
In its bulletin released on Wednesday, INSACOG said, “Delta continues to be the most
prevalent variant of concern globally, but Omicron has entirely displaced it in southern Africa
and is on track to become the dominant variant in Britain and elsewhere.” According to the
Union Health Ministry, of the 781 Omicron patients, 241 have recovered or migrated. Delhi
recorded the maximum number of 238 Omicron cases, followed by Maharashtra (167), Gujarat
(73), Kerala (65) and Telangana (62).

With 9,195 people testing positive for Covid in a day, India’s total tally rose to 3,48,08,886,
while the active cases increased to 77,002. The death toll has climbed to 4,80,592 with 302
new fatalities. The daily rise in new infections has been recorded below 15,000 for the past 62
days now. On the vaccine front, the cumulative doses crossed 43.15 crore.
PM Modi’s visit to UAE postponed
PM Narendra Modi’s planned visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the first half of the
next month has been postponed in view of the rising cases of Omicron, sources said.
Ready for virtual poll rallies: BJP
Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said the BJP was ready for virtual rallies in all pollbound states, including Punjab, and would follow the ECI guidelines in the wake of Omicron
threat
The government has permitted the export of 7 crore doses of ‘Covovax’ produced by Serum
Institute of India here to Netherlands, Australia and New Zealand, official sources said.

Omicron threat
Omicron threat: Precaution dose for poll staff too (The Tribune: 202101230)
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/precaution-dose-for-poll-staff-too-356077

The poll panel is likely to announce dates for elections in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa,
Punjab and Manipur early next month
Omicron threat: Precaution dose for poll staff too
Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan has written to all states and UTs asking them to
include the personnel to be deployed for poll duty in the category of frontline workers and
make them eligible for precaution dose. - File photo
Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan has written to all states and UTs asking them to
include the personnel to be deployed for poll duty in the category of frontline workers and
make them eligible for precaution dose.
The poll panel is likely to announce dates for elections in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa,
Punjab and Manipur early next month.
“As a matter of precaution for frontline workers who have received two doses, another dose of
Covid vaccine will be administered from January 10. The prioritisation of this precaution dose
will be based on the completion of nine months from the date of administration of the second
dose,” he said. — TNS

‘New Covid -19 Cases
Wait, watch’: Delhi to not raise alert level yet (Hindustan
Times:202101230)

https://epaper.hindustantimes.com/Home/ArticleView

Yellow alert Covid-19 restrictions will continue in the Capital for the time being, the city’s
administration decided on Wednesday, holding off on more curbs immediately if the next level
according to its graded response action plan (Grap) is breached, while monitoring the nature of
the outbreak and its severity.
The decision comes at a time when scientific and epidemiological evidence from other
countries suggest the Omicron variant is significantly less virulent than Delta, and is likely to
lead to mild, often asymptomatic disease, even if the surge is sharp.
“It was decided to continue with the existing restrictions imposed recently in view of rising
cases and to keep a close vigil on the ground situation. The health department was advised to
enhance the health preparedness to deal effectively with the emerging situation and to closely
monitor bed occupancy besides strengthening the home isolation strategy,” lieutenant
government Anil Baijal stated in a tweet.
Under the government’s Covid-19 graded plan Grap, curbs on activity and movement become
stricter if the number of new cases, the positivity rate or the rate of hospitalisations breach
certain threshold. On Wednesday, one of these thresholds – 1% positivity rate – was breached
after a gap of 212 days.
“No fresh restrictions will be immediately imposed after the positivity rate remains over 1%
for two consecutive days. The government is monitoring the situation and, will take any
decision about imposing fresh curbs when the needs arise,” said a senior Delhi government
official, who asked not to be named.

According to the health bulletin released by the government on Wednesday, of the 2,191 active
cases, 55 were on oxygen support with the rest being asymptomatic or mildly symptomatic.
The number of new cases were 923, comprising 1.29% of tests that were conducted.
The yellow alert, triggered when positivity rate stayed above 0.5%, led to a night curfew,
closing of schools, colleges, movie theatres and gyms, triggering concerns from parents, child
health experts, and the business community. Most of these groups said the government must
readjust to account for Omicron variant’s reduced virulence.
When amber alert is activated, public parks and gardens will have to close, Delhi Metro
occupancy will need to be capped at 33%, restaurants and bars will need to shut for dine-in,
and a weekend curfew will come in force.
Wednesday’s decision was taken in a meeting of the DDMA chaired by Baijal, with chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia, health minister Satyendra
Jain, and revenue minister Kailash Gahlot in attendance, in addition to Dr VK Paul from NITI
Aayog, Delhi chief secretary Vijay Dev, AIIMS director Dr Randeep Guleria, and others.
The CM, people aware of the matter, said the DDMA should not rush to impose more curbs at
this moment since the overall caseload was low and nearly 98% hospital beds were still vacant.
The people added that deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia suggested the emerging Covid
situation should be closely monitored before more curbs are imposed otherwise there could be
panic and people may be motivated to migrate back.
On previous occasions, drastic curbs have triggered reverse migration leading to unchecked
gatherings at interstate bus terminals.
DDMA also discussed at length whether it should make some amendments to the minimum
criteria fixed under Grap for imposing the curbs, including whether the words “or” between
the three factors be replaced by “and”.
If such a change is to be made, all three tests must be met for the next level of curbs, the amber
alert: a positivity rate above 1% for two days, at least 3,500 new cases a week, and at least 700
oxygen beds in hospitals being occupied over a seven-day period.
“It was discussed whether positivity rate or new cases or hospitalisation should be given higher
weightage in arriving at a decision to impose further curbs. No final decision was taken on
changing the criteria even after discussion. It was decided that the DDMA should closely
monitor the emerging situation and authorities should be asked to strictly enforce Covidappropriate behaviour and strictly impose the curbs imposed under the first phase of
restrictions,” a government official said not wanting to be identified.
“After detailed discussion with experts the need to strictly follow and enforce Covidappropriate behaviour was emphasised upon especially in wake of rising cases of the Omicron
variant. It was also reiterated to continue with the test, track and treat strategy with special
focus on surveillance, delineation of containment zones, isolation of positive cases and close
monitoring of home isolation cases so as to break the chain of transmission,” the LG tweeted
after the DDMA meeting.
DDMA called upon all stakeholders for collective and concerted efforts to deal with the
pandemic without lowering guard.
Dr Jugal Kishore, head of the department of community medicine at Safdarjung hospital, said
that Covid positivity over 1% does not indicate as dangerous sign as it did with Delta variant.

“Due to high transmissibility of the Omicron variant, more infection would be there in the
community but this will not result in hospital admission and case fatality. Therefore, stringent
restriction would be of no use. According to recent pre-print research from South Africa, it is
found that infection due to Omicron develops more neutralizing antibodies to the variant and
also to Delta variant. Omicron is acting as vaccine to replace previous severe variants with
milder form which could limit the pandemic in coming time,” he said.
Confederation of All India Traders general secretary Praveen Khandelwal welcomed DDMA’s
move not to go immediately go ahead with fresh economic and travel curbs.
“The Covid situation appears to be under control, so the government should do away with oddeven restrictions on the markets and focus on strictly enforcing Covid appropriate behaviour.
The night curfew should also be withdrawn because while protecting people from Omicron is
important, protecting people from hunger is equally important,” said Khandelwal.

Genome Test (The Asian Age:202101230)
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Helth Care Services (The Asian Age:202101230)
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Full vaccination
Full vaccination, Covid negative report must to attend public functions: Goa
CM (The Indian Express:202101230)

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/goa/goa-covid-full-vaccination-negative-report-mustto-attend-public-functions-7697531/

The government has also ordered that restaurants, pubs, bars must allow entry to only those
guests who are fully vaccinated or have a negative test report in addition to adhering to Covid19 protocols.
AHEAD OF new year’s eve celebrations in Goa, Chief Minister Pramod Sawant Wednesday
said that organisers of parties in restaurants and other public functions will have to ensure that
their guests are either fully vaccinated or have a negative test report for Covid-19.
“A lot of functions have been planned in Goa ahead of December 31. Wherever there are public
functions, a Covid negative certificate or a full vaccination certificate will be required. This
will be implemented through our Collectors and the home department,” Sawant said.
The government has also ordered that restaurants, pubs, bars must allow entry to only those
guests who are fully vaccinated or have a negative test report in addition to adhering to Covid19 protocols.
On Wednesday evening, state revenue secretary Sanjay Kumar issued an order restricting the
operation of casinos, cinema halls, auditoria, community halls, river cruises, water parks and
entertainment parks to 50 percent of their capacity, as the test positivity rate climbed above 5
per cent. Violation of the order would attract a penalty under sections of the IPC and the
Disaster Management Act, 2005.
The order stated that “the number of Covid-19 cases being reported in Goa is increasing, and
the situation might further aggravate if public gatherings and active interaction is permitted
unrestricted.”
The move comes at a time that the tourist season is at its peak and two days after the first case
of the Omicron variant was detected in Goa.
Health minister Vishwajit Rane said that in view of the rising Covid-19 cases, there had been
a significant jump from 112 new cases on Tuesday to 170 on Wednesday that was similar to
what had taken place during April-May 2021 when the second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic
had gripped the state. “I have suggested to Director, DHS (Directorate of Health Services) and

Dean GMC (Goa Medical College) to convene an emergency meeting with expert doctors to
suggest measures,” Rane tweeted.
“Goa being a tourist destination, it is very important for us to protect the citizens as well as the
tourists. The govt. is driven by expert advice of the doctors. We are waiting for them to
deliberate & make concrete suggestions. This will help us to be in a better position to take
appropriate action in light of the increasing number of cases,” Rane said in a tweet.
The order issued by the revenue secretary on Wednesday stated that places of public
amusement like spas, massage parlors, restaurants, pubs, bars, halls, auditoria, gyms, marriage
venues, cinema halls and entertainment parks will also have to follow Covid-19 safety
protocols and allow entry only to asymptomatic guests and staff who are either fully vaccinated
for more than 15 days or possess a covid-19 negative test report not more than a day old.

Covid-19 India highlights
Covid-19 India highlights: Several states, including Maharashtra, report
huge spike in cases(The Indian Express:202101230)

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/covid-india-highlights-cases-omicron-7696484/

Meanwhile, Indian SARS-COV-2 Genomics Consortia INSACOG said in its latest bulletin that
there is now clear experimental and clinical data supporting very high immune escape potential
of Omicron, but initial estimates show the severity of illness being lower than what was seen
in previous outbreaks
Covid-19Covid-19 testing near Loni Road crossing in New Delhi. (Express photo by Praveen
Khanna)
With 9,195 people testing positive for Covid-19 in a day, India’s total tally of Covid-19 cases
rose to 3,48,08,886 on Wednesday. According to the data, which was last updated at 8 am,
there are 77,002 active cases in the country. The Health Ministry, while referring to the data,
also said that India has recorded 781 cases of the Omicron variant across 21 states and UTs so
far, out of which 241 people have recovered or migrated.
Here are the top developments on Covid-19 from across the country.
Several states report huge single-day spike in cases

Delhi and Rajasthan were among several states which reported a sharp spike in Covid-19 cases
on Wednesday. Delhi reported 923 fresh cases on Wednesday, which marked a steep rise from
the 496 detected a day earlier. The positivity rate also jumped up to 1.29%. For the first time
in almost six months, Rajasthan reported a single-day spike of more than 100 cases.
Among other cities, Mumbai registered a huge spike, recording 2,510 cases. Moreover, 400
infections were detected in Bengaluru, 540 in Kolkata and 294 in Chennai.
Maharashtra reported 3,900 fresh Covid-19 cases on Wednesday, marking a steep rise from the
2,172 infections detected in the state a day earlier.
Out of the fresh cases, 2,510 were from Mumbai, which is also a big jump from the 1,333
infections reported a day ago. The city also recorded one death due to Covid-19. There are
8,060 active Covid-19 cases in Mumbai now.
Clear data supporting very high immune escape potential of Omicron: INSACOG
There is now clear experimental and clinical data supporting very high immune escape
potential of Omicron, but initial estimates show the severity of illness being lower than what
was seen in previous outbreaks, the Indian SARS-COV-2 Genomics Consortia INSACOG said
in its latest bulletin citing global data.
In India, appropriate public health measures and investigations are being conducted for
surveillance of Omicron, INSACOG said while noting that globally there appears to be
significantly reduced ability of vaccines or prior infection to protect against symptomatic
infection by the Omicron variant.
“While Delta continues to be the most prevalent VOC globally, the Omicron variant has
completely displaced it in southern Africa and is on track to become the dominant variant in
UK and elsewhere,” INSACOG said in its bulletin.
“Initial estimates of severity of illness have, however, been lower than seen in previous
outbreaks. Whether these initial observations are generalisable to older non-immune subjects
is not clear and the threat level is still considered high,” it said.
Bengal CM asks officials to review Covid situation, says schools and colleges will be shut if
need be
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Wednesday asked officials concerned to
review the overall Covid-19 situation in the state, amid the threat of a possible third wave of
the pandemic looming large.
She asked the officials to identify containment zones in the city, where cases have been on the
rise. Banerjee, during an administrative review meeting at Sagar Island, also said that schools
and colleges might be shut down for some time if the situation so demands.

Offices could be asked to function with just 50 per cent employee attendance, if necessary, she
stated.
“Covid-19 cases are on the rise… there are a few Omicron cases also. So, review the situation
in the state. We may consider closing down schools and colleges for some time,” Banerjee told
officials at the meeting.
The CM, who is visiting the island to take stock of the arrangements for the annual Gangasagar
mela, also said that a decision on international flight and local train services will also be taken
after the Covid-19 situation is reviewed in the state.
Meanwhile, at least five more persons in West Bengal tested positive for Omicron on
Wednesday, taking the total number of patients infected by the new variant of coronavirus in
the state to 11, a senior health department official said.
Traders in Delhi request DDMA to amend Covid restrictions under GRAP
The Chamber of Trade and Industry (CTI), an umbrella body of different trade unions in Delhi,
urged the DDMA on Wednesday to amend the restrictions under the GRAP for Covid-19 and
consider two other indicators as well — the number of fresh cases of the infection and that of
the oxygen beds occupied — before announcing any colour-coded alert.
CTI chairman Brijesh Goyal said he has written to the DDMA, urging it to amend the GRAP
conditions as traders are facing huge losses because of the restrictions.
“At present, Delhi is neither reporting 1,500 coronavirus cases per day nor 500 oxygen beds
are occupied. According to the CTI, there is a need to make changes in the colour-code
provisions. If all three conditions — the infection rate, the number of fresh cases and the oxygen
bed occupancy — are being met simultaneously, then the restrictions under a GRAP colour
code should be imposed,” Goyal was quoted as saying by news agency PTI.
The Delhi Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) has sounded a “yellow” alert under its
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) after the Covid positivity rate in the national capital
was recorded above 0.5 per cent for two consecutive days.
The DDMA on Tuesday ordered a closure of schools, colleges, cinema halls and gymnasiums
with immediate effect and clamped various restrictions on the functioning of shops and public
transport.
Delhi Health Minister says rise in cases due to international flights coming in
Amid a spike in Covid-19 cases in the city, Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain on
Wednesday said many international travellers, who have tested negative at the airport, are
testing positive after a few days and infecting their family members during the period.

“The cases have increased due to international flights. Even during the earlier wave, the cases
rose with flights coming in,” the minister told reporters.
Delhi on Wednesday recorded 238 Omicron cases. There were 165 cases of the new variant a
day earlier.
The national capital on Tuesday registered a massive spike in daily Covid-19 with 496 fresh
cases, the highest since June 4, while the positivity rate also rose to 0.89 percent along with
one fatality.
Rise in active Covid-19 cases in Maharashtra ‘alarming’: Health Minister Rajesh Tope
Maharashtra Health Minister Rajesh Tope on Wednesday expressed concern over the rise in
the number of fresh as well as active Covid-19 cases in the state, and termed it as an “alarming
situation”.
Talking to reporters here, Tope urged people and authorities to exercise caution. He said in the
last 8-10 days, the active cases in the state stood in the range of 5,000-6,000.
On Tuesday, the state had 11,492 active cases. On Wednesday, the number of active cases
could rise over 20,000, he said.

Mental disorders
Baby teeth may later help identify kids at risk for mental disorders: Study
Bristol, (New Kerala:2021011230)
According to a study by the University of Bristol, baby teeth could one day lead to the
development of a much-needed tool for identifying children who a-> View it-->
https://www.newkerala.com/news/2021/183202.htm

Oxidative stress
Covid severely increases levels of oxidative stress, damage: US (New
Kerala:2021011230)
researchers have found that people hospitalised with Covid-19 infection have
significantly raised levels of oxidative stress, oxidant damage and markedly reduced levels > View it--> https://www.newkerala.com/news/2021/183185.htm

Physical activity
Study examines physical activity, sleep among arthritis patients (New
Kerala:2021011230)
A new research has examined patterns of 24-hour physical activity and sleep among patients
with rheumatoid arthritis, lupus, and knee osteoarthritis.->-> View it-->
https://www.newkerala.com/news/2021/183155.htm

Health System
Omicron risk 'very high,' could ravage health systems: WHO (New
Kerala:2021011230)
The overall risk associated with the Omicron variant remains 'very high' which could cause
widespread disruption to health systems and other critical services, the World Healt-> View it-> https://www.newkerala.com/news/2021/183122.htm

Pregnancy
Immune system can detect disease during pregnancy: Study (New
Kerala:2021011230)
Pregnancy is a challenge for the mother's immune system from the outset. Half of the genes in
the
foetus
are
foreign
to
her
body.->->
View
it-->
https://www.newkerala.com/news/2021/182774.htm

Antibodies
Scientists identify antibodies
Kerala:2021011230)
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An international team of scientists have identified antibodies that neutralise Omicron and other
SARS-CoV-2 variants. These antibodies target areas of the virus spike pro-> View it-->
https://www.newkerala.com/news/2021/182745.htm

